
“Being confident of this, that He who began a good 
work in you will carry it on to completion . . .”   

~ Philippians 1:6 ~ 

“Now to HIM 
      who is able to do  
                 immeasurably more  

        than all we  ask or imagine,  
                         according to  HIS POWER that is 

                                                               at work within us.” 
                                                                               ~ Ephesians 3:20 ~ 

God has been at work the past 40 years at Crossroads and 
He is still working today.  Thousands of young people  have 
been involved in the ministries, hundreds have received 
Christ as Savior, numerous  students have been discipled and   
strengthened in their walk with the Lord, and many have 
made commitments to or are currently involved in full-time 
ministry.  Please pray for us as we seek to do God’s will for 
Crossroads for the next 40 years! 

The next 40 years 



1968 

1973 Early 70’s 

In the early 1970’s, 
the board of direc-
tors heard of the 
Joliet Christian 
Youth Center.    
Several of the board 
made a trip out to 
Joliet to meet their 
director, Harv    
Russell and to see a 
Christian Youth  
Center in action.  
The board of     
Outreach felt the 
leading of the Lord 
to look for a     
building of their own 
in the Aurora area. 

1974 

1974, Dutch & 
Geny Williams 
took over as 
directors and 
served for two 
years before 
leaving for 
Campus     
Crusade in 
1976. 

Outreach purchased “The 
Big Rock Truck Stop” from 
Dutch & Geny Williams for 
the  remaining balance of 
$20,000.  The building 
was renamed Crossroads 
Christian Youth Center 
and dedicated on July 1, 
1973.  John Clenny , a 
graduate from a Bible 
School in Alabama was 
called as the first director.  

1969 

January 1969  - Outreach 

was formed with two 

main ministries: a “phone 

in” program with Bible 

stories via telephone and 

free   correspondence  

Bible lessons to kids who 

requested them.  Many 

youth received Christ 

through these programs 

but there was very little 

personal contact. 

1982 

From 1982-1992 
Tracy Carter was the 
director.  During this 
time the first softball 
field was constructed. 

1992 

 From 1992-1993 Crossroads 
was without a director.  The 
ministries dwindled to almost 
nothing, the support base  
decreased greatly, and it 
was a miracle the doors 
were even able to stay open.  
However, God was not      
finished with Crossroads yet. 

1993 

In the fall of 1993, 
Doug Pierson was 
hired as director of 
Crossroads. 

1995 

1994 

Summer 1995 Day 
Camp began with 25 
kids in attendance.  
[for one of the hottest 
weeks on record in 
the Chicago area] 

Fall 1994  
Homeschool  PE 
classes began. 

Crossroads 
takes its first 
mission trip 
to Monterrey, 
Mexico. 

1999 

A second 
softball field 
was added. 

2002 

The third 
softball field 
was added. 

2003 

With a grant from The Aurora 
Foundation and the help of many 
volunteers, lights were installed 
on all three softball fields.  The 
fields were named “The Richard 
Schreul Softball Complex”, in 
honor of a founding board    
member who is still serving on 
the Crossroads board. 

1996 

1996-1997  
Crossroads 
underwent a 
$100,000 
renovation. 

2013 

Over 300 kids participated in home-

school sports including PE classes, 
Soccer, Volleyball, Basketball, Foot-

ball, Track and Cross Country 

teams.  Crossroads has brought 
many different teams to home-school 

nationals and has brought home the 

volleyball national championship for 
the 3rd year in a row.  Between 40-

50 students & leaders participate in 

our Mission Trip each summer, most 
recently  serving in Minneapolis.  For 

two weeks in June, about 300 kids 

and over 40 counselors participated 
in the Crossroads Day Camp.  Family 

Night meets once a month with any-
where between 40-70 people in-

volved.  Every Wednesday night, 

Crossroads is packed with about 50 
JH and High School students for a 

time of worship, a message, and 

small groups.  

Additional programs 
included a coffee 
house on Friday 
nights, singspirations 
with people from local 
churches, and a radio 
program featuring the 
center youth that was 
taped at Crossroads 
and aired weekly. 

 A BMX track was built 
and hosted over a 150 
racers each Saturday.   
An additional 15 acres 
of property along the 
creek was purchased. 
The annual Bike-A-
Thon fundraiser      
began. 

1978 

Don Shire became the 
fourth director of  
Crossroads, taking over 
the position from      
interim directors Tom & 
Eloise Wolf.  Don 
served from 1978-1982. 

1978-1982 

1976 

Drew Bowder 
was called as 
director, and 
served until 
1978. 

Dutch & Geny Williams 

God put a burden on the heart of Dick 

Schreul, Leo Lenchow  and some other  

Christian men to reach young people in 

the Aurora area for Christ. 

Crossroads took 
its first teams to 
the National 
Homeschool   
Basketball    
Tournament 


